Brad Onken Memorial Scholarship

Given in memory of Brad Onken, SHS Class of 1984, who was a standout distance runner for the Golden Warriors.  Onken was tragically killed in an auto accident in 1993.   Scholarship funds have been generated from the running of the annual Sterling Park District Brad Onken Memorial S.M.A.R.T. Summer Sizzler 5K Run/Walk  Run/Walk.

Scholarship Award:  one-time award of $750 given to no more than one female and one male graduating senior from Sterling High School each year.

Eligibility Criteria:

· Applicants must have competed as a distance runner in cross country and/or track at Sterling High School for at least two years, preferably four

· Strong preferential consideration will be given to those applicants who will be continuing their running careers at the collegiate level

Other factors considered in the award process:

· Class standing/GPA

· Involvement in other school activities

· Community involvement

· Leadership ability

Application Process:

Applicants are asked to provide a one-page, type-written summary detailing why they feel they are a worthy candidate.  The document should include:

· the applicants class rank and GPA

· accolades/achievements earned as a runner

· other SHS sports/activities

· community activities/involvement

· a brief summary of future plans

The application should also include at least one but no more than three letters of recommendation from teachers and/or administrators in the Sterling Public School system.

Selection Process:

The Brad Onken Scholarship Committee will choose the winner(s) from all applications received by April 16.  The committee is comprised of the head girls and boys cross country coaches at SHS, the head girls and boys track coaches at SHS, a representative from the Sterling Park District and a representative from the Sterling Schools Foundation.  Winners will be recognized at the SHS Senior Honors Ceremony and assembly in May.
